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Refugee Stories for Change
Amplifying Lived Experience Voices, Transforming Narratives

RCOA’s flagship community engagement program since 2014

A national refugee-led storytelling and advocacy program that connects lived experience speakers with 
schools, workplaces, and community events across Australia. Refugee Stories for Change challenges 

stigma, builds empathy, and supports storytellers to drive impact through sharing their journeys.
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It makes me very happy when sharing my story with 
primary and secondary school students. They give me 
very positive feedback and show their gratitude and 
ask many questions to learn more. They also feel very 
compassionate and ask how they can contribute to help 
newly arrived refugees. Which is great. They also go 
home and share what they have learnt with their families.

- DALAL, REFUGEE AMBASSADOR SINCE 2016

Want to host a session or collaborate? 
Let’s connect!

stories@refugeecouncil.org.au
stories.refugeecouncil.org.au/book

We all got so much out of this. Teachers and students 
alike. The kids still talk about it. The speaker not only 
told a powerful story but managed the kids’ feelings and 
reactions at the same time. This should be done in every 
single high school in Australia.

- A TEACHER

WHY IT MATTERS
This initiative reframes refugees not as 
passive recipients, but as change-makers and 
people with a range of expertise to offer. The 
program reduces misconceptions, centring 
the voice of lived experience in reshaping the 
national dialogue on refugees, one impactful 
story at a time.

Data collected from June 2015 - October 2025

OUTCOMES & IMPACT

Engaged 
663+ 
Stakeholders

Schools and Educational Sectors: 410+

Community and Government Organisations: 212+

Business Sector: 41+

92% increase in understanding 
forced displacement journeys

Launched 5 year impact report: 
Refugee Stories for Change 
Evaluation Report

WHAT WE DID

Reached 80,000+ 
Australians

107 refugee 
storytellers trained

663+ sessions 
delivered since 2014

25+ training 
sessions provided

Developed comprehensive resource 
list for schools aligned with the 
National Australian Curriculum: 
Teachers Resource Kit 2025

https://stories.refugeecouncil.org.au/ambassador/dalal/
stories.refugeecouncil.org.au/book
https://stories.refugeecouncil.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/Refugee-Stories-for-Change-Evaluation-Report-.pdf
https://stories.refugeecouncil.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/Refugee-Stories-for-Change-Evaluation-Report-.pdf
https://www.refugeeweek.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/Teachers-Resource-Kit-2025.pdf

